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Dedication 





Dedicated to those whose inspiration and effort made possible 
the founding of St. Stephen’s Church at Innis (Old Williamsport) | 
Louisiana; To those who aided and served in the construction of 
the beautiful church building; To those who served the church 
through the many years of strife and hardship, keeping its doors 
open for worship during this hundred years; To those of today 
who are serving the church in that same spirit of its founders; 
And to those of the future who will carry on to make St. Stephen’s 


Church a true witness to the Christian Faith in the community. 


Sa 








July 20, 1949 
Dear Friends: 
It is with great interest that I have learned of the Centennial 


of St. Stephen’s Church. 


One hundred years is a brief span in the sight of God, but 
in the history of our Church in the New World, it is a significant 
period and I send my warm congratulations with the prayer that 
God will grant you His abundant blessing in the years which lie 


ahead. 


Faithfully yours 


then ry K ‘e) eel 


Presiding Bishop 





Dear Friends: 
I congratulate you on this most memorable occasion. 


There is a strength and dignity which belongs only to old 
age. Youth dreams of what it can do; manhood busies itself with 
the doing; but old age rests contentedly in the quiet recognition 
of what, by God’s grace, it has at last become. There is no dignity 
quite so deserving as that which comes with the years. 


And how true this is of the Church! St. Stephen’s for one 
hundred years has borne witness to the Churistian Faith. With 
what reverence and dignity that witness is still borne! 


May God’s richest blessings continue to be yours through 


the years. 
Cro On. ane 


Bishop of Louisiana 





My dear people: 

It is a great honor, as archdeacon, to have a part in the cen- 
tennial of St. Stephen’s. 

For so many years, both as a layman and later as a priest, my 
life has been very close to that of Stephen’s. It was in 1936 that 
I first learned of St. Stephen’s when I came as a Student Layread- 
er from L. S. U. to work with you. Several of my vacations from 
college were spent in your midst. Later as a priest I came back 
to work with you when in 1945 the Rev. Edwin L. Conly resigned 
to enter the armed forces as chaplain. Still later I came back as 
archdeacon in 1949 to give pastoral oversight. 


St. Stephen’s has been faithful to her commission due to 
consecrated laymen and clergy in every generation. Our prayer 
is that in this new century of progress this commission will be 
carried forth by a never ending stream of people and clergy who 
are witnesses to the faith once delivered to the saints. 


Faithfully yours 


Sohn Bie DB aebis th 


Archdeacon of the Diocese 


Bishops of the Diocese of Louisiana 





RIGHT REV. LEONIDAS POLK, D. D. 
From 1844 to 1864 


Pioneer Bishop cf the Diocese of Louisiana. A beloved spiritual leader, 
statesman, soldier and founder of the University of the South, Sewanee, Tenn. 
On May 1, 1859 Bishop Leonidas Polk consecrated St. Stephen’s Church and 
cemetery. 





RIGHT REV. JOSEPH PERE BELL WILMER, D. D. 
From 1866 to 1878 


He held the church tcgether during the tragic aftermath of' the War 
Between the States. Louisiana lay torn and weary, beset by floods, epidemics, 
political disturbances of reconstruction days, and financial panic. The church 
in Louisiana was strengthened by the zeal, personal courage and self-sacrifice 
of this dauntless spiritual leader. 





9 ll : i : x ae eee 


RIGHT REV. JOHN NICHOLAS GALLEHER, D. D. 
From 1880 to 1891 
His episcopacy was marked by steady progress. The Children’s Home was 


greatly enlarged and an Episcopal residence was purchased. He was a wise 
administrator, brilliant scholar, and able pastor. 





RIGHT REV. DAVIS SESSUMS, D. D. 
From 1891 to 1929 


Bishop for 38 years during which time he was noted as an eloquent orator 
and scholar. 





RIGHT REV. JAMES CRAIK MORRIS, D. D. 
From 1930 to 1939 


Under Bishop Morris’ leadership the church was revived after the depres- 
sion of 1929. Closed churches and missions were reopened. In 1936 a Centennial 
Fund, commemorating the founding of the Diocese of Louisiana was gathered 
as an endownment fund. The sum totaled $77,000. Through this fund the 
Diccesan debt was wiped out. 





RIGHT REV. JOHN LONG JACKSON, D. D. 
From 1940 to 1948 


Progress in every area of the church’s life in the Diocese marked the 
episcopacy of Bishop Jackson, who was one of the most capable administra- 
tors, organizers, pastors, and missionaries that this Diocese has ever had. Dur- 
ing the second World War Bishop Jackson began a Victory Fund which to 
this date totals $257,000, which has made possible a Student Center, Camp, and 


Youth Program. 
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RIGHT REV. GIRAULT M. JONKS, D. D. 
From 1949 — 


Consecrated March 9, 1949 as the 7th Bishop of Louisiana, Bishop Jones 
has already proved himself a true shepherd and chief pastor. 

At this time of our centennial celebration we welcome Bishop Jones on 
his first visitation, when he will be our centennial preacher, and will admin- 
ister the rite of Confirmation to the centennial class. 
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ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH 
1848-1949 


ONE HUNDRED AND ONE YEARS AGO a dusty buggy 
drew up in front of a shabby school house beside a country road 
where a small congregation had gathered. On the back of the 
buggy was strapped a small melodeon which was untied and set 
on the school house stage. While the minister vested in the corner, 
a box was placed on a table for a reading desk. The minister then 
seated himself at the melodeon and the two rosey-cheeked boys 
who had accompanied him, lifted up their voices in an opening 
hymn. This was the first boy’s choir of Louisiana and the begin- 
ning of the historic Episcopal Church at Innis (Williamsport) 
Louisiana. 


This date was November 1848 and the beginning of the Rev. 
Frederick Dean’s semi-monthly services in the rustic school 
building. The Rev. Mr. Dean’s report to the Convention in April, 
1849, reads: ‘During the past five months the congregation at 
Williamsport has been very enthusiastic. Plans had been made to 
build a church building seventy feet long, and land for the site had 
been donated and.sufficient funds were subscribed. One hundred 
and fifty prayer books and fifty Bibles had been distributed, 
twenty-eight people had been baptized and fifty to sixty children 
were attending Sunday School. Much attention was being given 
to church music and great improvement had been made”. 


During the year 1850 The Williamsport Mission made great 
progress. The ground was being cleared and the brick were being 
moulded and burned on the church location, by plantation slaves 
under the supervision of Mr. John Hamilton. Mr. J. A. Wills of 
New York was the architect. High water, crevasses and other 
misfortunes, which only a Louisiana planter can fully appreciate, 
impeded the progress of the work on the church building. The 
Bishop could not make a visit to the Mission due to high water. 





The information contained in these pages was obtained from the Diocesan 
recrcerds and from descendants of the early settlers, who were associated with 
S.. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. Any discrepancies as to dates and omis- 


<i n of important rames and events is due to the loss of the Church records 
in the burning of the Rectory in October 1934. 
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There was high water again in 1851 which impeded the pro- 
gress of the building and the Rev. Mr. Dean’s health was so 
poor that he was forced to leave the Mission during the latter 
part of the year. 


It is said that of the many people attending the services at 
the Mission during the first year, Miss Julia Black, afterwards 
Mrs. Chas. Stewart, was the only confirmed member of the Epis- 
copal faith. It is also said that Mrs. Sarah Archer was the first 
person to be confirmed in the Mission. It would be proper to say 
here, while not detracting from the praise due her fellow workers, 





INTERIOR OF SAINT STEFHEN’S 


that the prosperity of St. Stephen’s was due largely to Mrs. 
Archer’s zeal, ability and energy. She came to church for years 
from her home on Raccourci Island in a wagon drawn by mules 
and would pick up everyone along the way who cared to come to 


church. % |: 


In the latter part of 1854 the Mission at Williamsport mad 
application for admission into the union with the Diocesan con- 
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vention. In the early part of 1855 the Mission organized into a 
Parish. The Vestry was chosen on Easter Monday and those chosen 
were Mr. Robert W. Boyd, Mr. Chas. Stewart, Mr. James Hopkins, 
Dr. W. D. Smith, Dr. James G. Archer, Mr. R. B. Coyle, and Mr. 
John Hamilton. A Building Committee was appointed with in- 
structions to proceed with the building of the church. The Con- 
vention was held in New Orleans in May and Mr. James Hopkins, 
Mr. R. B. Coyle and Mr. R. W. Boyd represented the Williamsport 
Mission. Mr. Boyd was seated and the Convention granted the 
application for the Parish to be admitted into union with the con- 
vention. This Mission which had been known as St. J ames, now 
became St. Stephen’s Parish upon the suggestion of Bishop Polk. 


The Rev. John Rowland took charge of the Mission early in 
1855, and the Rev. Mr. Dean passed away in East Feliciana Par- 
ish. The Rev. Mr. Rowland’s report to the Convention states 
that the Williamsport field was the most promising one in his 
area. There were many colored converts, since he officiated for 
the slaves on nearby plantations at every opportunity. The report 
also shows that the Vestry and the community were making 
plans for a Rectory and for the building of an Academy at the 
Williamsport site. 


During 1855 a beautiful Eucharistic Service of solid silver 
was presented St. Stephen’s by Mrs. Lucy Taylor, in memory of 
her husband, Col. William Taylor of Mexican War fame. The 
Taylor’s lived at the Taylor Plantation on Latenache Bayou and 
were devout attendants at St. Stephen’s. 


On April 9, 1856 Bishop Leonidas Polk delivered the sermon, 
celebrated Holy Communion and confirmed three. He reported 
in his diary that the brick were all made and that much of the 
material was on the ground for the church building, which up to 
this time had been held up by high water and many other mis- 
fortunes. Mr. Rowland reports that the visit of the Bishop in- 
spired many to become active in the Church, however, the growth 
of the Church had been held back due to the small and uncom- 
fortable building where services were held. Mr. Rowland states 
that he baptized twenty-six colored persons by immersion. 


The Rev. Mr. Rowland resigned in 1857 to return to Wales 
to visit relatives but returned to St. Stephen’s in 1858 and his 
report shows that there were nine families in the Church and 
that the church building was in progress and would be completed 


in 1858. 
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On May 1, 1859 Bishop Leonidas Polk visited St. Stephen’s 
and consecrated the Church and at the same time consecrated the 
ground around the Church for a place of burial. 


The church is a picturesque brick building constructed on 
chaste and simple Gothic lines, set in a grove of magnificent oak 
trees, drooping with silvery spanish moss. The eleven beautiful 
stained glass windows in the church building came from England, 
having been shipped to New York, thence to New Orleans and 
thence up the Mississippi River to Williamsport and hauled to 
location by wagon. The bricks were moulded and burned on the 
church site by slaves and all of the church was built by slave 
labor. The entrance door was hand made by slaves and is still 
in use. The organ and choir loft was built over the entrance door 
and was later used for the slaves to sit in when attending service. 
The Altar was hand made and built into and was a part of the 
church structure. When it was removed for the present Altar it 
had to be cut cut. It is said that St. Stephen’s Church was the 
first brick edifice in Pointe Coupee Parish. The Church site was 
donated by the Charles Stewart family of Lakeside Plantation. 
It is interesting to not2 that the pews were auctioned to the 
highest bidder and that much money was raised in this manner. 
Families occupied the same pews for many years and brass plates 
with the name of the family graced each pew. 


The records for 1860 to 1861 are very brief, however they 
show that fifteen families were in the Church and that the 
Church met it’s commitments tc the Convention and the Diocese. 


There were no reports from the Church from 1862 to 1867. 
The Rev. Mr. Rowland was in charge. There are no records show- 
ing his holding services or meeting with the Convention. We are 
told that he resigned in 1866. 


It is interesting to note that Bishop Lay, a Missionary Bishop 
from Arkansas, stopped at St. Stephen’s on August 2, 1863 and 
held services. There were no confirmations or baptisms due to 
lack of notice to the Church of his coming. 


St. Stehen’s was without a minister from 1866 to 1869 but 
services were held every Sunday by the Lay Readers and Sunday 
Schocl was held. 


Bishop Wilmer’s diary shows that he came to St. Stephen’s 
on January 5, 1868, preached the service, held Holy Communion 
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and Confirmation and congratulated the Sunday School. The 
Bishop’s diary states “Pious care attended the Church during 
the weary years of the war and the Church has been protected 
from violence and decay. At Christmas time the Church walls 
were hung with the green emblem of unfading hope, and on Easter 
the Font was filled with choice signs of a Resurrection to new 
life, the Lord’s Prayer was said, a hymn was sung and the Chuich 
was left in it’s voiceless solitude”. It is timely to add here the 
Eucharistic Service had been placed in hiding during the war 
years and was thereby saved. 


Bishop Wilmer’s diary of 1870 reads: “The fourth Sunday 
after Easter I officiated on the Wharfboat at the mouth of the 
Red River. Skiffs conveyed messages of the service to be held 
to the many plantations as water from the flooded rivers pre- 
vented other means of transportation. The congregation assem- 
bled, and many had not attended worship since the beginning of 
the war. The old Wharfboat never witnessed a more interesting 
scene, it’s busy haunts forsaken to allow religion to assert it’s 
rights and public worship to ascend where it never ascended 
before. The congregation stayed to witness my departure by 
steamboat, and could be seen waving as the boat passed around 
the bend and out of sight.” 


The Rev. Richard Johnson of St. Francisville took charge 
of St. Stephen’s in 1871 but passed away in January of 1872. 
The congregation did not know of his death until Bishop Wilmer 
came to St. Stephen’s the first Sunday of Lent. The Bishop 
states that the congregation was stunned and sad. His passing 
left the Church without a male communicant to read the service 
and it was asked if a woman might officiate, and the Bishop 
gave his permission for a woman to read the service from her 
pew and for one of the Sunday School boys to read the lesson 
from the Lectern. The Bishop said “Here we have a beautiful 
Church without Clergy or Lay Reader to contribute it’s voice 
to swell the general strain of prayer and praise, which ascends 
from the scattered heritage of Zion.” Thus Mrs. Sarah Archer 
led the service every Sunday until the Rev. J. Emmart Brown 
took charge of the Parish August 3, 1872. 


The Rev. Mr. Brown also officiated at Grace Church, Bellair 
Plantation on the Atchafalaya River and in 1873 St. Stephen’s 
fostered the founding of St. Phillip’s Chapel on the Moore Plan- 
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tation on the Latenache Bayou. At this time St. Stephen’s had 
a parochial school with thirteen pupils and one teacher. 


Bishop Wilmer’s diary states that “On the fourth Sunday 
after Easter, after a journey of 100 miles, I officiated at St. 
Phillip’s Chapel on the Latenache Bayou and confirmed seven 
teen persons and on Tuesday at a school house on the Atchafalaya 
River I confirmed one, and the next day at Grace Church, Bellair. 
On May 14th I preached at St. Stephen’s and confirmed twelve, 
making thirty persons in the Parish.” 


Bishop Gallaher delivered the sermon at St. Stephen’s in 
1881 with The Rev. Mr. Brown and the Rev. Mr. Blakewell 
- attending. There was dinner on the ground in the pretty church 
yard and the spirit of good fellowship existed. The Bishop told 
the good ladies of the “Mite Society” that they could not hope 
to keep a minister unless they had a Rectory for him to live in. 
The Rev. Mr. Brown resigned during the year. 


The Bishop conducted the service in 1883, celebrating Holy 
Communion and administering Confirmation. There was dinner 
on the ground. There was no Minister but a new Rectory was 
being built and a new roof had been put on the Church at a cost 
of $160.00. The Bishop said ‘The Parish was financially weak 
but the members hold fast to religion and the hope for better 
things.” 

The Rev. James Philson took charge of St. Stephen’s in 
1884, and the new Rectory was completed and the Rev. and Mrs. 
Philson were the first to occupy it. 


Bishop Gallaher preached two sermons and held Holy Com- 
munion and Confirmation on April 11, 1886, and as usual there 
was dinner on the grounds. The Bishop said “It is a goodly sight 
to see friends and neighbors joining in a kind and social sacra- 
ment... there on the grassy church yard.” 


Under the Rev. Mr. Philson the Church progressed and we 
find that in 1887 the pews were free and the brass name plates 
were removed. There were thirty-eight families in the church 
and a Sunday School of twenty-six pupils. The Rev. Mr. Philson 
left the Parish in 1893. 


The Rev. Eben D. Moreno took charge of the Parish in 1893. 
A new organ costing $153.00 was presented to the church by 
the ‘‘Mite Society”. The society also had a fence placed around 
the Rectory, which improved the appearance of the church yard. 
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In 1895 Mr. Moreno held services at St. Paul’s Chapel at 
Legonier and money was raised for a new Chapel there. Mr. 
Moreno also held services at St. Phillip’s on the Latenache. He 
traveled about the community in a buggy drawn by two ponies 
named ‘Dot and Dash” and when the roads became impassable 
he would unhitch from the buggy and ride horseback to his 
destination. It is said that he would often take short cuts and 
would drop pieces of paper or break twigs in order to find his 
way back through the swamps. He was an ardent missionary 
worker, and was active in community affairs, which made his 
task in carrying on the Christian faith a hard one. He resigned 
in 1899. 


The Rev. Ralph H. Prosser came to St. Stephen’s in 1900 
and had charge of the Church and the Missions in the parish 
until 1907. The Church School prospered during these years and 
there were many confirmations. The Rev. Mr. Prosser left the 
Parish in 1907 and the Rev. Obre Ralph Bourne had charge of the 
Parish during 1908. 


The Church was without a resident Minister from 1909 to 
1913, but the Lay Readers and the people in the community 
continued on in the spirit of the founders and in the spirit of 
those who had kept the church going during the early years. It 
is understood that Rev. H. R. Carson made visits to St. Stephen’s 
during these years when he was Archdeacon of North Louisiana, 
so with the visits of other Clergy and the Bishop, the Church 
was always kept open for worship. 


In 1913 The Rev. Ralph H. Prosser again took charge of the 
Parish but did not return as a resident Minister as he then lived 
in Donaldsonville. He came to St. Stephen’s twice each month 
for services and for weddings and funerals when called. He was 
in charge of the Parish until 1920. 


The Rev. Basil Perry was the resident Minister in charge 
of St. Stephen’s from 1921 to 1924. Mr. Perry had one of the 
uncontrollable ““Model T’s”, and his mechanical] ability, not rival- 
ing his spiritual ability, it was quite a sight to see him endeavor- 
ing to steer it about the countryside. It is said that Mrs. Perry 
would wave goodbye to him many times before “Leaping Lena” 
would finally leap from the church yard to the River Road and 
on it’s journey, and when he was about to leave after paying 
church and social calls, many goodbyes were exchanged, while 
“Leaping Lena” roared, purred and died many deaths. 
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The Rev. Horace Aldrich had charge of the Parish during 
1926 and 1927 and he was loved by all of the people in the com- 
munity. He lived in New Orleans and came to the Parish every 
week-end for services and visitations. He was a good organizer 
and believed in everyone having something to do in the church. 
Church School prospered and many people came into the Church. 
He gave special attention to church music and at one time there 
were twenty-eight persons in the vested choir. Mrs. Aldrich and 
her daughters made a full set of Dossal Hangings for the Church 
and it was said that only one other church in the state had more 
beautiful Dossal Hangings. During his stay all of the Clergy of 
Louisiana and the Bishop were invited to hold the Convention at 
St. Stephen’s and the people in the community housed and fed 
them. The Rev. Mr. Aldrich was forced to resign on account of 
ill health. 


The Rev. Compton Sowerbutts was in charge of St. Stephen’s 
from 1928 to 1936, and the Church continued on with the Sunday 
School and Choir which had been organized by Mr. Aldrich. A 
great catastrophe occured during Mr. Sowerbutts stay, namely 
the burning of the Rectory on October 23, 1934. All of the church 
records, which were in the Minister’s study, were burned and as 
a result St. Stephen’s has none of the original records of the 
founding, building and Consecration of the Church, nor any 
of the records of the many hardships which the church lived 
through. The original Consecration certificate signed by Bishop 
Polk was saved as it was in the church. Fortunately the beautiful 
Eucharistis silver service was saved by Mrs. Sowerbutts making 
the second time it has been spared to St. Stephen’s. The Church 
building and it’s furnishings were saved from destruction by 
the quick action of some of the Innis High School boys, to Where 
we owe a great debt of gratitude. 


The Rev. Frank Levy of St. Francisville was in charge of 
the Parish from 1937 to 1939 and under his guidance and the 
faithful work of the Lay Readers the Church carried on and 
prospered. Among the student Lay Readers, were two future 
priests of the church, John Lee Womack and Henry Tisdale. 


In 1940 the Parish was fortunate in getting the Rev. Howard 
S. Giere and under him the Church made great progress. Many 
persons were confirmed during his stay and many improvements 
in the Church and Cemetery were made. Among the major im- 
provements was the drilling of a deep water well and the install- 
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ing of a large attic fan in the Church. During Mr. Giere’s stay a 
Convention was held at St. Stephen’s attended by the Bishop 
and the Clergy of the State. Mr. Giere believed in everyone work- 
ing and was a good organizer and leader. He resigned in 1942 
to take charge of the Parish at Hammond, Louisiana, where he 
is at the present time. 


In 1943 Mr. Edwin Conly, a candidate for Holy orders, came 
to St. Stephen’s and was later ordained in the Church by Bishop 
John L. Jackson and remained as resident Rector. Mr. Conly’s 
ordination was the first and only one ever held in St. Stephen’s 
~ Church. He did outstanding work among the young people and 
brought many of them into the church. During his stay a beauti- 
ful gold Dossal Hanging was installed and is still in use. Mr. Conly 
left to go into service and after the war went to Dallas, Texas, 
where he is today. 

The Rev. Norman Stockett came to St. Stephen’s in October 
of 1947 from Peoria, Illinois, and was Minister in charge through 
December 1948. 

At this time the archdeacon of the Diocese, the Ven John Lee 
Womack, is acting as priest-in-charge. The parish looks forward 
to the coming of the Rev. Philson Williamson, deacon, and a 
relative of one of the former rectors of the parish, the Rev. James 
Philson, to be minister in charge on November 1, 1949. 

In going back through the records and in talking to de- 
scendants of some of the earlier settlers, 1848 to 1870, we find 
and hear many names of families who were associated with or 
took active part in the activities in and around St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church. The Parishioners of St. Stephen’s will forever 
be indebted to these sturdy pioneers. Some of the names we find 
are the Archer’s, Black’s, Boyd’s, Brashear’s, Barbre’s, Bunch’s, 
Burton’s, Batchelor’s, Coyle’s, Collin’s, Chandler’s, Cain’s, Foot’s, 
Gauldon’s, Gayle’s, Gay’s, Hamilton’s, Hopkin’s, Harmonson’s, 
Innis’s, Keller’s, Leatherman’s, Moore’s, McIntyre’s, Muir’s, 
Main’s, McCrea’s, LeJeune’s, Norwood’s, Platt’s, Stewart’s, G. 
W. Smith’s, W. D. Smith’s, Adolphus Smith’s, J. B. Smith’s, 
Taylor’s, Turpin’s, Tichenor’s, Way’s, Watson’s, William’s, 
White’s. 

Looking back through this hundred years we find that there 
were many times when St. Stephen’s was without a Minister and 
many times the continuance of the Church seemed doubtful, but 
through the faithfulness of a few, St. Stephen’s kept it’s doors 
open for worship, not only to Episcopaleans but to all Christians 
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who desired to worship there. The many Lay Readers were 
largely responnsible for the Church being kept open for worship 
when there was no minister in charge and to these Lay Readers 
we wish to pay special tribute for their faithfulness in the 
Christian Faith. Some of these faithful Lay Readers were: 


Mr. Thomas Muir, Mr. H. W. Coyle, Mr. John McCrea, Mr. 
David Leatherman, Mr. Edmond Burton, Mr. J. E. Alexander, 
Mr. W. W. Mains, Mr. Kenneth Mounger, Mr. J. W. Cotten, Jr., 
and Mr. Ralph Hebert. 


Student Lay Readers—From Louisiana State University: 
John E. Burton, Harry Tisdale, Carey Womble, John Hill, Lyn- 
wood Gaskins and John Womack, Tim Block; from Centenary 
College: T. B. Herndon, Jr.; from University of the South: Robert 
E. Ratelle. 
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Vestry 


The original Vestry of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 1855, 
Innis (Old Williamsport) Louisiana: 


Robert W. Boyd Dr. W. D. Smith 
Charles D. Stewart Dr. John G. Archer 
Edward D. Hopkins R. B. Coyle 


John Hamilton 


CRSLIO 


The present Vestry of St. Stephen’s Church, 1949, Innis, 
Louisiana: 


Ovide B. LaCour, Senior Warden and Treasurer 
Ralph Patrick Hebert, Junior Warden and Secretary 
S. Franklin Barbre Lawrence L. Lambert 
J. A. Cotten Lucius P. Levee 

Walter Palmer Hobgood 
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Rectors 


OF ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
INNIS (WILLIAMSPORT) 


The-Reve Frederick Dear. th... i eee 1841 
The: Rev. John: Rowland: . 3.71.04. eee 1854 
ThesRev Richard Johnsonyien7 eer 1871 
‘Tieaheves. mmmart, Brown..." eee ee 1872 
ThepRév.g ames. Philson 23. 3. eee 1884 
The: Rev. Eben D. Morenoé<..47) oe ee 1893 
The RevRalph H. Prossersja ae eee 1900 
Lhe Revi Obre Ralph Bourne: -- 32.) eee. 1908 
The Revs Ralph H.. Prosser... 4°... eens 1915 
TheoRev«< Basil, Perry) pee. cae ee tee 1 
Themheyv.4.Horace: Aldrich jai. 1) acer reer ee eins 1926 
The Rev.2Compton Sowerbutts? . .2008e eon. .° 1928 
The RewsFrank:-L. Levyiinaa? oo aes eek 1937 
The: RevisHoward |S. Grerewacy...... cc aes tee 1940 
ThecRev, Edwinsl. .Gonlyams. 4...) aaeeen es. ee 1943 
The Rey. Norman Stockethwit tease ees... 1947 
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Activities of the Women of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 


The earliest records show that the women of St. Stephen’s 
took a most active part in the organizing, building and running of 
the Church. According to the information that we have, a group 
of the women met in the Church yard in October 1877 and while 
sitting on a log organized the ‘‘Mite Society”, the name being sug- 
gested by Mrs. Archer. No one seems to know why this name was 
selected, but most probably it was prompted by St. Luke 21:1—4. 


The first president of the society was Mrs. John Hamilton 
of Hamilton Plantation, and the first work of the society was the 
making and covering of the seat cushions and the kneeling benches 
and getting funds for the Church. This society, being local and 
not governed in any way by Church regulation, did a great many 
things for the Church and for the community during it’s many 
years of existence. It is reported that Mrs. Archer and later Mrs. 
Pratt collected much money from all parts of the United States, 
which was used for the many good causes of the Church. 


It is reported that on one occasion when Bishop Gallahe 
visited St. Stephen’s he told the ladies that the Church could 
not hope to get a full time resident Rector until living quarters 
were provided, so the good ladies of the “Mite Society” started 
campaigning for funds and the result was that in 1883 sufficient 
funds were on hand to build, and in 1884 a most comfortable 
Rectory was completed. Mrs. James Philson was the first clergy- 
man’s wife to occupy the Rectory. 


Mrs. Philson was a faithful church worker and through her 
efforts and the efforts of Miss Julia Emery, a missionary worker 
trom New York, a branch of the Woman’s Auxiliary was organ- 
ized in 1887 at St. Stephen’s and Mrs. Philson represented the 
Auxiliary at a meeting held at Trinity Church in New Orleans. It 
is understood that the Auxiliary at St. Stephen’s was the second 
organized Woman’s Auxiliary in the State of Louisiana, the first 
organization being at Trinity Church of New Orleans in 1886. 


The Woman’s Auxiliary and the ‘Mite Society” worked to- 
eether throughout the years that the “Mite Society” existed and 
in some of the Diocesan Records it is noted the “Mite Siciety” 
had more than twice as many members as the Auxiliary. In the 
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late nineties both organizations worked together in repairing the 
church and covering the pew cushions and kneeling benches, 
which covering is in use today, though badly worn. 


The ‘Mite Society’ continued into 1923 when it was voted 
to discontinue the society. At that time most of the members 
were active in the Auxiliary. 


In October 1944 when the Rectory burned the Women of 
the Church again rallied as always in a crisis, and started the 
present Rectory. The insurance carried on the Rectory was not 
sufficient to rebuild so money was raised and borrowed from the 
diocese to build and furnish the present Rectory. 


The Woman’s Auxiliary continues to carry on the work pat- 
terned for them by the good women of the “Mite Society” and 
the early organization of the Auxiliary. One of the major activi- 
ties of today is the covering of the pew cushions and kneeling 
benches. Last year they gave a scholarship to a girl in the com- 
munity to go to nursing school and funds were raised by giving 
minstrel shows and a rummage sale. They are fostering the 
Church School, the Young People’s Service League and the Girl’s 
Friendly Society and are cooperating with the Vestry in repairing 
and renovating the Church. 


The Officers of the present Auxiliary are: 





MirsPr rank Rice Se sae fn ag Dene oe President 
Mireaerankiin (barvres.. a2... a eee Vice-President 
MesrmaAibin Jewell’) nas. s.< a5 os aa ne Secretary 
MESeMie se UUCla 22.0. . ike Ce oars oe ee ee Treasurer 
Mrs. Laurie S. Mobley ....... Secretary of Christian Education 
Mrs, Bula Vick Ewing... 21... see Secretary of Missions 
Mreeies Branch |. secu. Secretary of Christian Social Relations 
Mrs. Joe Ewing ......... Secretary of Promotion and Personnel 
Mrs.Lula Lackey, i. oceania ae eee Secretary of Supplies 
Mrs. John R. Lambert ........ United Thank Offering Custodian 
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St. Stephen’s Cemetery 


In 1859 Bishop Leonidas Polk consecrated the grounds 
around St. Stephen’s Church for a place of burial. The cemetery 
existed prior to this date as we find many grave markers dated 
prior to 1859. The earliest date we find is that of James Nelson, 
M. D. dated October 7, 1853, that of the children of Charles 
Stewart dated 1854 and that of Judge Black dated August 29, 
1854. It is stated that when these people were interred, slaves 
had to cut back the cane brake to prepare the places of burial. If 
there were any earlier burials in the cemetery there are no mark- 
ers. : 


At the time that St. Stephen’s was consecrated there was 
a Presbyterian Church just up the river road and also a Presby- 
terian Cemetery and both were on the property which was donated 
to St. Stephen’s. We have no record as to when the Church was 
torn down, however, there have been many Presbyterians interred 
in that part of the cemetery throughout the years. 


During the Civil War and the period following there were 
many Confederate Soldiers buried near the old site of the Pres- 
byterian Church. Many of these graves were without markers or 
the markers have deteriorated. In the early part of 1900 the 
Confederate Soldiers in Pointe Coupee Parish and in the com- 
munity erected a monument on the Confederate burial place and 
this location is known as Chas. A. Batchelor Camp No. 1277, 
Williamsport. There is a very beautiful inscription on the monu- 
ment which reads: 


“On Fame’s Eternal Camping Ground Their Silent Tents are 
Spread and Glory Guards With Solemn Sound the 
Bivouac of the Dead” 


Many of the earlier settlers of upper Pointe Coupee Parish 
have been laid to rest in the beautiful cemetery, where peace and 
quiet reign and the Mighty Mississippi flows steadily by, day-in 
and day-out. Many of these people buried in the cemetery were 
not members of St. Stephen’s and some were not affiliated with 
the Church in any way. This custom of allowing non-Episcopa- 
lians to be buried in St. Stephen’s Cemetery has continued 
throughout the years. 
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We are told that on more than one occasion families brought 
their dead to the cemetery while Church services were being 
held and asked permission to bury their loved ones and always 
permission was granted. The congregation would wait or come 
back for the burial service when the grave was ready to receive 
the body. 


Many times during the Mississippi’s high water, it was im- 
pessible to bury the dead in the Cemetery, and the information 
is that the families would place the bodies in vaults, or borrowed 
space in other cemeteries, or sometimes place the bodies in 
Indian Mounds and later move them to the family plot in the 
Cemetery. 


During the early thirties when the levees were being moved 
back and rebuilt to curb the Mighty Mississippi River it was 
teared that St. Stephen’s Church and Cemetery might be moved 
or destroyed, but due to State Regulations this beautiful old 
historic site was spared, and it is hoped that it will ever be spared 
to continue being used for the purpose for which it was con- 
secrated. 


The present Cemetery Association, through it’s supervisor 
Mr. Lucius P. Levee, is doing a splendid job of keeping the 
Cemetery in order and of keeping in touch with decendants of the 
people who are at rest at St. Stephen’s. It is hoped that everyone 
who has had relatives interred in the Cemetery in recent years will 
eet in touch with the Cemetery Association and subscribe to the 
upkeep of the places of burial of their loved ones, thereby help- 
ing to preserve and beautify the consecrated historic spot. 
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Memorials 


The Altar and Brass Vases—By Mrs. Albert Batchelor in 
Memory of Dr. Albert Batchelor. 


The Marble Cross on Altar—By Mrs. Sarah Archer in Mem- 
ory of Dr. John J. Archer. 


The Communion Candle Sticks—By son Ovide in Memory 
of Katherine Burton LaCour and Ovide LaCour. 


The Altar Candelabra—By Son John Bennett Noland in 
memory of Andrew J. Noland. 


The Eucharistic Silver Service—By Mrs. Lucy Taylor in 
memory of her husband Col. William Taylor. 


The Brass Alms Basin—By the Children in memory of Eliza- 
beth Barbre and Walter Turnbull Coyle. 


The Missal—In Memorium to Mary G. Pratt. 
The Bible and Altar books—By the Rev. John Rowland. 


The Ciborrium—By the wife and sons in memory of Edwin 
Thomas Merrick. 


The Processional Cross—By her Children in memory of 
Martha Buchanan Cotten. 


War Service Plaque—By Mrs. Lula Lackey in memory of 
her mother Mrs. Harmonson. 


LEGACIES 


The Stewart Fund—In memory of Stewart Family. 


The Batchelor Fund—In memory of Batchelor Family. 
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Centennial Celebration 


September 11, 1949 


PROGRAM 


Service and Confirmation at St. Stephen’s Church...... 9 A.M. 
Opening vor ‘Fair at Inmis*High school... ...... 10 A.M. 
Centennial Program at Innis High School............ 11 A.M. 
Bande@oncert’ on ‘School Grounds... 7 cee +o... -.- 12 Noon 
Dinner in the Innis School Cafeteria.............. 12:30 P.M. 


Dog Show and Gymnasium Activities in School Gym.. 1:30 P.M. 


Band: Concert on School’ Grounds: <a os... 3 P.M. 
Old Time Fiddlers and Square Dance Set............ 3:30 P.M. 
BasketBall Game in SchoolvGym ssgeeeeeees hes os 4 P.M. 
Soft Ball Game on School Grounds...) eee 2. oo: 5 P.M. 


30 





i , 


Ps) ins oa a 





ee EP 
ey Wear i 


ag aN 


} 


5 Le ' ’ 
Pepa? ae 


\ 
al 
« 


" i q 





ee ee ee 





oo cae ane, pe poe 


aie eo 


ane eee Ogee 


Ae 


ae aren ee 


par Ee CPU VANS ETS 


meme tage t TE 


ner Rina 
mieure 
. ne eis ema 
wr Ae 


Sera ieprdeneira aries 
ped osanamane raion 
WSs a 


eT aaaagan ee r z eee 
; aries am anwaicd : ram % = : : ° Lana Se As inte eo tutoeen nes 
— icteric : ‘ neta ti woot ¥ ; aed 7 = <a = ee ae SESE 
$ : - - ; ; : e eg ee eer é , 2 naaigacpanein anteeneN SEES eae 
- : - se ee ioe Seen sr ENT - - oe RN et ee 

: . ee nar iet ae ceed eR cles ts ia Ie 2 : SS eke 
2 Se SL MM RI MI I Ee ESET RES EOE 
Ee treat, meee imay See RETEST RS 

pe a EE a 


ne ner eee Ae 


peer eenimmve 
TS hee 
SS at eerie 
- Ce a a ae : pa one re ie Seat Aa 
= me “ ms ; mime eT 
ae - z . 2 ‘f a ee 
OTE ET Ss Sa ee TS 
Sion boas 
oath 
Sea SSE ELEY EET TE 
aaietntel 





Apr mi reunit 
ee ime eee 


at an ea 
Fea UT ETE OT TET 
EMU TN PUNE Sm TET 


aa 
CES ae cae 
i ea eel Be a Aa di ch 
SF ee zi , Caen oar ee mene ETE 





